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Introduction                                                                                                                                                 {20 Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open squares. 21 She cries out in the chief concourses, At the openings of the gates in the city She speaks her words: 22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity For scorners delight in their scorning, And fools hate knowledge. 23 Turn at my rebuke;
Surely I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you. 24 Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded, 25 Because you disdained all my counsel, And would have none of my rebuke, 26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes, 27 When your terror comes like a storm, And your destruction comes like a whirlwind, When distress and anguish come upon you. 28 “Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they will not find me. 29 Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the Lord, 30 They would have none of my counsel And despised my every rebuke. 31 Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way, And be filled to the full with their own fancies. 32 For the turning away of the simple will slay them, And the complacency of fools will destroy them; 33 But whoever listens to me will dwell safely, And will be secure, without fear of evil.”} 
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What are some of our wisdom voices of today? This scripture could not have come on a better Sunday. Today we are celebrating Grandparent’s day and what is one of the better sources of wisdom than our elders. Former President Jimmy carter said "Grandparents are our continuing tie to the near-past, to the events and beliefs and experiences that so strongly affect our lives and the world around us." These are the voices we need to be seeking out. Our elders possess a wisdom developed over years of tradition and experience. The theological guidelines as determined by the Reverend John Wesley are Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason. Each is important for the understanding of GOD; however, Scripture, the very Word of GOD’s Wisdom, is of utmost authority and importance. It is essential for the growth of the Church for us to adhere to the traditions of the Church, as well as to ask for and listen to the wisdom of those wonderful saints who have already leveled the pathways. The voice of Wisdom can come to us through the discernment of knowledge from days past.

20 Listen! Wisdom is shouting in the streets. She is crying out in the marketplace. 21 She is calling out where the noisy crowd gathers: 22 “Fools, how long will you love being ignorant? How long will you make fun of wisdom? How long will you hate knowledge? 23 I wanted to tell you everything I knew and give you all my knowledge, but you didn’t listen to my advice and teaching. 24 “I tried to help, but you refused to listen. I offered my hand, but you turned away from me. 25 You ignored my advice and refused to be corrected. 26 So I will laugh at your troubles and make fun of you when what you fear happens. 27 Disasters will strike you like a storm. Problems will pound you like a strong wind. Trouble and misery will weigh you down. 28 “Fools will call for me, but I will not answer. They will look for me, but they will not find me. 29 That is because they hated knowledge. They refused to fear and respect the Lord. 30 They ignored my advice and refused to be corrected. 31 They filled their lives with what they wanted. They went their own way, so they will get what they deserve. 32 “Fools die because they refuse to follow wisdom. They are content to follow their foolish ways, and that will destroy them. 33 But those who listen to me will live in safety and comfort. They will have nothing to fear.”
Footnotes:
Proverbs 1:20 Wisdom Wisdom is pictured here as a good woman trying to get the attention of this young man, calling him to be wise and obey God. In a later passage (9:13-18), Foolishness is represented as another woman who is urging him toward a life of sin.

Noah had complete trust in God! Do your grandchildren see you acting like Noah? Do they see you walking by faith with God? Are you influencing your grandchildren in such a way
that they become a joy to their parents and other people? Are you influencing them to be faithful, obedient, respectful, responsible and fun to be with? Or are you just spoiling them rotten and sending them home? Some things Grandparents can provide for their grandchildren 
* Teach them about God and spiritual things.
* Guide them towards good marriages by modeling a good one.
* Don’t curse and have bad habits, if you don’t want them too.
* Be consistent and follow through on things.
* Play with them.
* Tell them that you love them often.
* Look for good things in grandkids and not just the bad.
* Don’t pressure them too much to excel.
* Believe them and believe in them.
* Share your life, the good and the bad, so they can learn from you.
* Let them see how Jesus has worked in your life and how He continues to work, even though you may have failed miserably as a younger person.
* Point them towards heaven as your time on earth is most likely shorter than theirs, let them know how family can all live together forever.
CLOSING:
Well, we make jokes about old age and being a grandparent. However, it’s no joking matter! The role you play as a Grandparent will be important for future generations in this life and for the next. The greatest thing we have to give is our lives. We need to be people who are safe to come home to- no matter what our children or grandchildren have done. Each of us will leave a legacy. The life we choose to live will have an impact on those who come behind us that is far greater than what we can imagine.We need to show our grandchildren how to live a Godly life, show them how to love, show them how to forgive, show them how to give. and show them how to live forever with you and the God who created us.


