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Summary: Knowing and understanding God's Word brings great joy and protection! 

Introduction                                                                                                                                        The kind of joy that is not dependent upon our circumstances but comes out of a deep sense of inner peace that comes from making the Holy Spirit our constant companion. {15 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He [a]takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you[b] will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. } WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO KNOW HIS WORD?
A {But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.}
B Man's knowledge is the measure of his responsibilities; 
C In the absence of knowledge, more or less complete, though stripes may be inflicted as the only effective discipline for teaching men what things are or are not worthy of stripes, yet they shall be "few."                                                                                                                                       D Even heathens are not without knowledge enough for future judgment
Reading And Studying The Bible                                                                                                                     A God’s word is not a part of our lives as it should be. To be an ignorant worshiper is to be a false worshiper.                                                                                                                                         B There are millions of people in the world who claim to be Christians and never pick up a Bible and read it.                                                                                                                                        C The best way to study the Bible is to set a certain time each day and spend time studying and praying.                                                                                                                                      D Daily Bible study and being involved regularly in worship will help us draw closer to God and help us become the people God needs us to be in our day and time.                             E Spiritual growth is not a high priority with most people. It is easy to drift along and maintain life on a spiritual plateau. To grow spiritually takes too much effort.                                   F We benefit from reading God’s Word by seeing life from God’s perspective and not our own.                                                                                                                            Attending Public Worship And Fellowshipping With Believers                                                           A It is also essential for our spiritual well being that we come to Worship, Sunday school and Wednesday Night Bible class where the teaching of the Bible takes places weekly                          B He is present with his people in the use of public worship in a special way: more effectually, constantly, and intimately. In Revelation, Christ is manifested “in the midst of the churches.”                                                                                                                                             C He who lacks or reject public worship, without the support of other christians he is in danger of apostasy.                                                                                                                                   D  Apostasy in Christianity is the rejection of Christianity by someone who formerly was a Christian. The term apostasy comes from the Greek word apostasia meaning defection, departure, revolt or rebellion.                                                                                                            D In the Bible’s depictions of heaven, there is nothing done in private, nothing in secret; all the worship of that glorious company is public.                                                                                      Through Prayer And Meditation                                                                                                                A Think of prayer as "communion with God" This communion is an attitude of mind and heart.                                                                                                                                                         B In meditation, breathing clears the mind, to bring a person to a place of clarity, letting go of everything but the present moment.                                                                                                        C In prayer, you turn over your scattered thoughts to God. You are offering the past, the present, and the future.                                                                                                                              D Psalm 119:148 My eyes stay open through the watches of the night that I may meditate on your promises.                                                                                                                                   E It is important that we think deeply and reflect on what we believe and our actions. Without this introspection, we can forget the importance of living righteously and following the lessons of the Bible.                                                                                                                         Closing                                                                                                                                                         The more time I spend in the Word, the more I find myself doing all the things I have been trying to do for so many years without even realizing that I am doing them. That is the transforming power found in God’s Word. It has a way of guiding us to do the right thing without trying to do the right thing.

