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Introduction                                                                                                                          {Matthew 19:4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who [a]made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”}Think about The Brady Bunch, that show was one of the very first to show a blended family. What is interesting is that it really wasn’t all that huge a hit back when it came out in the early 70’s. It only lasted 5 years and did not receive great ratings. But it is now a cultural phenomenon. Once it went into syndication in the 80’s it became a huge hit.                                                                                                                                                    I. Being Patient 
I don’t want us to paint only “doom and gloom, that is thinking that step-families can’t be a success. God wants your family to be a success. Throughout the Bible you read things like, “Since God has given you this new kind of life, and because of his deep love and concern for you, practice tenderhearted mercy and kindness to others.” (Col. 3:12 LB) “If you love someone, you will be loyal to them no matter what the cost. You will always believe in them, always expect the best of them, and always stand your ground in defending him.”(1 Cor. 13:7 LB) God wants you and your family to be a success. And it can happen. Please know that there are terrific step-family success stories. Don’t misunderstand, these that have made it had their struggles but they came out of the step-family challenges in pretty good shape.  Be patient. An old Chinese proverb says, “A thousand mile journey begins with just one step. It can take sevral years for a stap family to intergrate sucuessfuley. Please understand, there is no quick, easy equation for all this. That’s why it is so important that you discover a God who loves you, forgives and provides strength for the journey. He’s here, cheering you on! I can give you no more practical nor important advice than to understand in the depths of your being that God does not consider you a second class citizen because you are remarried and neither do we!                                                                     II. Children Must Honer Their Stepparents                                                                                             First Peter 2:17 says, “Show proper respect to everyone.” Romans 13:7 says, “Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.” The idea that respect must be earned isn’t biblical. God calls us to demonstrate respect to the people around us, especially those who have been placed in authority over us. Because of your circumstances, you may feel like your stepparent doesn’t deserve your respect, but you are called to offer it to them because of your relationship with Christ. Ephesians 5:21 says, “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” The idea that we should only submit to people we like or agree with is bunk. God calls us to voluntarily cooperate with others out of our love and respect for Him. Obviously you aren’t called to submit to your stepparents to the point that you compromise your relationship with God, but you should look for every opportunity to humbly cooperate out of reverence for Christ. I know how we can twist God’s Word when we don’t necessarily like what it says. It’s true—we are never expressly commanded to honor our stepfather and stepmother. The Bible says honor your father and mother, so the rule doesn’t apply to our stepparents, right? Not exactly. Remember, I’ve been where you are now. I’ve used every excuse in the book not to treat my stepparents with honor and respect. Trust me, it doesn’t work. If you won’t love your stepparents out of love for them, do it to honor your biological parents. Honoring your father and mother is part of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:12). Jesus repeated the law in Matthew 15:4: “For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.'” Ephesians 6:2 says, “‘Honor your father and mother’-which is the first commandment with a promise.” The Bible clearly tells us to honor our father and mother. Does it honor them to disrespect the spouse they have chosen? Does it honor them to ask them to choose between their children and their mate (either by your words or your actions)? A great way to honor your parents is to respect their new husband or wife.           III. Support The Child As Much As Possible                                                                             The parenting team (Ex’s) should do everything they can to help children thrive and enjoy both homes. This is probably the toughest challenge in step-family life. There is an ideal. Both the custodial and non-custodial parent, for the sake of the child(ren), sit down and figure out and enforce similar rules and standards of conduct in each of the homes. In the world of stepfamilies it’s called "co-parenting." But even if you have more of a "counter-parenting" relationship with your ex then co-parenting, there are some "don’ts" and "do’s" that you can practice. Don’t: badmouth the other parent or household; comment or compare living conditions; coax a child into not visiting his/her parent; make the child feel guilty for enjoying the people in the other home. Do: Schedule a regular "business" meeting with the other parent to discuss co-parenting matters; make sure the child has everything they need in each home (basic essentials); keep your promises to the child when it comes to visitation schedule; share with the child when they return home what has been going on in your home since they left. Remember the goal: To provide two consistent and loving countries (homes) for your child. Commit to modeling and teaching faithfulness. Divorce has such an impact on children. Spiritually, it can be a positive or negative impact. Some children will demonstrate an increase in spiritual growth due to the trials they experience, learning that even though the humans in their lives let them down, God can always be counted on. Some turn away from the faith and allow their hardships to impact them detrimentally.                              Closing                                                                                                                                                In closing I want to leave you with the fact that many of you may feel that being in a blended family is hard that difficult many of you may say Pastor stepparents are not as caring as your real parents well I've come to let you know God does everything for a reason you would not be where you are today especially in a whole new family if it was not God's will God has a purpose for you God has a purpose for your new mom or your do that respect that and you will surely be blessed your new bar manager do that is here to protect you is here to provide for you and is here to bless you I will never leave you

