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Introduction
Faithfulness is not a virtue appreciated much today. God wants us to be faithful to what He has called us to do. He is not going to measure you based on how many converts you have, how many years have your served the church, how great things have you done… These are all important, and we want them. But growth comes from God Himself. God wants to see our faithfulness.{15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what should your wages be?” 16 Now Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were delicate, but Rachel was beautiful of form and appearance. 18 Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel your younger daughter.” 19 And Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to another man. Stay with me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed only a few days to him because of the love he had for her. 21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in to her.” 22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place and made a feast. 23 Now it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24 And Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a maid. 25 So it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it was Leah. And he said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served you? Why then have you deceived me?” 26 And Laban said, “It must not be done so in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 27 Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which you will serve with me still another seven years.” 28 Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. So he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife also. 29 And Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as a maid. 30 Then Jacob also went in to Rachel, and he also loved Rachel more than Leah. And he served with Laban still another seven years.}                                                                        
I. Keep An Open Mind                                                                                                                             God Does everything on HIS a timetable. His time does not always match our schedule. We must make time for Him. We must be willing to wait for Him. We must be careful not to push our schedule on Him. If we do not do this God’s timetable can be changed by man. Man’s failure to obey Him. Man’s failure to wait on Him. Man’s ignorance of Him. God’s time is Divine He sees the big picture. He has a plan. That plan does not always match ours. He has one goal. His glory. We can try to fit God into our schedule but it usually does not work. We are always better to follow his leading and his timetable. FAITH IS THE CURRENCY OF GOD!  why did God choose to leave us in the dark about a lot of things? Why has he chose to gradually reveal his mysteries to us over time.  Rember the The rich man looking up from hell, we taught this in class a few weeks ago, asked Abraham to send Lazarus back from the dead to warn his 5 brothers. But he said unto him, If they hear not Moses, and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, thou one rose from the dead. You see we are not persuaded by miracles, or unbelievable feats. They do not produce faith.                                                                                                                                                    Jacob did not know when he was going to recive his wife. Jacob loved rachel so much that he served 7 years 2 TIMES to recive her.                                                                                                                 II. Make A Effort To Recive                                                                                                                          As we seek God’s will in intercessory prayer are we listening for His response? If we pray for someone seeking employment, should we simply pray that God will provide a means of employment? What if God opens a window or a door to us that provides a means of directing the job seeker to a good means of employment? Often our answer to prayer comes with a means of our being a direct part of that answer. That friends is one of the ways that we do beyond words. We can call that an act or WORKS. Do you think you'll get anywhere in this if you learn all the right words but never do anything? Does merely talking about faith indicate that a person really has it? God-talk without God-acts is outrageous nonsense? Do I hear you professing to believe in the one and only God, but then observe you complacently sitting back as if you had done something wonderful? Demons do that, but what good does it do them? [ James 2:22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Jacob Worked 14 Years Total To recive Rachel                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    III. Be Persistant                                                                                                                                    Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, when they were about to be thrown into the oven for refusing to worship the gods of King Nebuchadnezzar. These boys said, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” We should be like the 3-year-old boy who went to the grocery store with his mother. Before they entered the grocery store she said to him, "Now you’re not going to get any chocolate chip cookies, so don’t even ask." She put him up in the cart & he sat in the little child’s seat while she wheeled down the aisles. He was doing just fine until they came to the cookie section. He saw the chocolate chip cookies & he stood up in the seat & said, “Mom, can I have some chocolate chip cookies?” She said, “I told you not even to ask. You’re not going to get any at all.” So he sat back down. They continued down the aisles, but in their search for certain items they ended up back in the cookie aisle. “Mom, can I please have some chocolate chip cookies?” She said, “I told you that you can’t have any. Now sit down & be quiet.” Finally, they were approaching the checkout lane. The little boy sensed that this may be his last chance. So just before they got to the line, he stood up on the seat of the cart & shouted in his loudest voice, “In the name of Jesus, may I have some chocolate chip cookies?” And everybody round about just laughed. Some even applauded. And, due to the generosity of the other shoppers, the little boy & his mother left with 23 boxes of chocolate chip cookies. We ought always to pray and not give up. If this mother could answer the request of her son, don’t you think that our God could do the same for us…in the name of Jesus?                                                                                                                Even when Laben tricked Jacob in to marrying Leah, Jacob was still willing to work                                                                                                                      ANOTHER 7 years for rachel                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Closing                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             We are not alone in this world. We have a God who is our Lord and Saviour. One day we’ll all face Him. And give an answer to our life. Why? Because we received this life from Him. He made us and loved us. He wants you to know Him and that’s why He sent Jesus to this world. Come and believe Jesus today, and once you’re reconciled with God, you’ll experience life abundant and free.

