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Introduction
What is prayer? Most people might say it’s talking to God, mostly to ask for what we need. This is partially true, but there is a missing piece. In Jeremiah, God tells the Israelites, “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know”. {13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him. 16 If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you should pray and God will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that you should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. 19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.} As this verse links revelation with prayer: “The invitation suggests that divine revelation becomes reality when it is sought” Today we will look at three ways we can continue Building A Praying Relationship With God
I Bless the Lord with your prayers
Scripture tells us to bless the Lord with our soul, not just seek blessing for our souls. He is ready to bless His children. God can, does, and wants to bless us. But, we need a little balance to the blessing prayers. Scripture tells us to bless the Lord with our souls, not just seek blessings for our souls Your soul is made up of your mind, your will, and your emotions. So, that means you sit down with yourself your soul and decide to make your thoughts a blessing to God, make your will and choices a blessing to God, and make your emotions a blessing to God. Intentionally decide to make your thoughts, will, choices, and emotions a blessing to God. Is what I am thinking about a blessing to God? Do the things I ponder and meditate upon bless Him? Do the choices I make bless God? Do I bless God when I am strong-willed? When I am weak-willed, is God honored? Does the way I handle my feelings bless God? Do I have Spirit-honoring control over my feelings? Is God honored by the way I handle my emotions? When we bless the Lord with our souls, our souls are blessed. 
II Pray Internally for your sins and needs
Confession, in this pattern, refers to the admission or acknowledgment of our sins. Be both general and specific, asking God to forgive your sinful patterns of behavior as well as individual sins. Think about the past 24-hour period and identify and name particular instances of sin that you need to confess. Also, during the confession stage, make it a regular habit of asking the Holy Spirit to convict you of the sin in your life. King David, asked God to “search him, know him, test him, and see if there was any offensive way” in him (Psalm 139:23, 24). It takes courage to pray in such a way, yet I want the Lord to reveal to me those things that aren’t pleasing to Him. I have plenty of information at my disposal. What I need is wisdom – Godly wisdom – the kind that comes from above. We live in an age in which information abounds and wisdom seems nearly extinct. Thankfully, He’s happy to share it with us, “generously to all without finding fault,” if only we will ask (James 1:5). we all need God to EXAMINE ME, FORGIVE MY SINS, FILL ME WITH YOUR SPIRIT, RESTORE AND STRENGTHEN ME, GRANT ME WISDOM, PROTECT MY MIND, STIFLE SATAN, SUPPRESS UNBELIEF AND SUPPLY FAITH, GUARD MY BEHAVIOR, 
III Pray Externally for the world's needs
When we pray to Jesus for peace, we do not have to rely on one who only hopes for peace. We do not have to depend on one who merely negotiates, arbitrates, or compromises for peace. When we pray to Jesus for peace, we rely on one who is able to command peace.
Isaiah declared him to be the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). Paul addresses him in the prayer I just mentioned as the LORD of Peace. Luke records that he calmed the wind and the waves of the sea Seek to maintain a regular pattern of daily prayer. This may necessitate a set time and place where you lay others’ needs before the throne of grace. You may have to be somewhat flexible in your scheduling, and that is okay, just know that prayer is a disciplined work. It will require your diligent, conscientious attention. If you don’t make plans to pray, you probably won’t!
Closing
We must make prayer the center of our lives. It isn’t a choice for us as Christians. But, it requires perseverance and faith to achieve such a prayer life. In fact, I believe a good answer to the question of “do you have a personal relationship with Jesus?” can be answered by pointing to your prayer life. If you pray daily, then you have a personal relationship with Jesus.So, with this in mind, you might ask why would any Christian let their prayer life slip and what can we do about it?

