4.- Love Others– Psalm 41:1
This verse reminds me of what Jesus said in Luke 6:38 – “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” Acts 20:35 – “I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” King Solomon makes mention of this – • Proverbs 11:25 – “The generous man will be prosperous, And he who waters will himself be watered.” • Proverbs 22:9 – “He who is generous will be blessed, For he gives some of his food to the poor.”Paul talks about this in 2 Cor. 9:6-7 – “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. [7] Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” “God loves a cheerful giver”. NOW … who do you suppose God will “bless”? Those whom He loves … those who are “givers”. To whom are we to give? TRUE … we are to give to those in need. BUT … we need to be selective, don’t we? Here are some verses to consider – • Galatians 6:10 – “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” • Romans 12:13 – “Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.” We LIKE these verses. Give to fellow Christians … to those we like … to good people. NOW … maybe some verses we don’t like as much – • Proverbs 25:21 – “If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink:” • Matthew 5:42 – “Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.” • Matthew 5:44 – “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;” It’s easy to give to those we like … not so easy to give to those we don’t like … who don’t deserve it … who can’t and won’t bless us in return.

