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Introduction
Compassion means to suffer with another person. The word has a strong personal element. To have compassion means more than just feeling sorry for somebody. It means to get down where they are in the midst of their need and to suffer with them in the midst of their pain. {11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.” ’ 20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry. 25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’ 28 “But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’ Biblical compassion means that you see the problem, you are moved by the need, you go out to where the problem is, and you get your hands dirty trying to help one person after another get their problems solved and raise them up to a higher level of life.}
I  love your neighbor as yourself                                                                                                              If loving God is hard, loving your neighbor is equally hard but in a different way, especially when you add those last two words, “as yourself.” So the question comes, “Who is my neighbor?” In answer to this important question, Jesus told a story that we call the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37). Jesus said there once was a man on the road from Jerusalem down to Jericho. Thieves fell upon him, beat him, stripped him, robbed him, and left him for dead. And before too long a priest, a minister of God, came by, saw the poor man lying there, and the priest walked on the other side so he wouldn’t have to get involved. He had to get to the temple. A few minutes later a Levite came by, and saw the poor man lying by the side of the road, he crossed to the other side so he wouldn’t have to bother with him. Soon after that came a Samaritan. When Jesus says that, he was talking about a despised group. The Jews hated the Samaritans. They would never say anything good about them. But Jesus said this half-breed, hated Samaritan came along and saw that poor man lying there. When he found out that he was still alive, he took his wine and poured it on his wounds. He dressed his wounds, picked the man up, put him on his donkey, took him up to the inn, paid the proprietor, stayed the night with the man, and the next morning he took money out of his own pocket, gave it to the inn keeper saying, “If there is more, I’ll settle the bill when I come back later.” So who loved there neighbor as themself.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              II  Understanding your limites                                                                                                                    The Samaritan could not have known what he was getting himself into. When he saw this man beaten up by the road, he evidently didn’t think and say, Am i going to end up paying for this man’s hotel bill. That would come somewhere down later. As a practical matter, he could'not have known what was required. The only decision he had to make was, “Should I get involved or should I pass by on the other side of the road? Rarely do we ever know what compassion will demand of us. In times past we did not care not we overthink it than say a very cold-harted that's your problem not mine. Which is why we ought not to be overthink before we get involved. Sometimes the help we give will be brief and easy to do. Other times we will discover that the demands are long-lasting and much too heavy to bear. Most of the time we can’t do it all by ourselves. Even in this story, the Samaritan didn’t stick around and try to nurse the man back to health himself. He left him in the care of the innkeeper and then went on his way.  No one can do it all, and no one is being asked to do it all. But we can all do something.                                                                                                                                                                                           III Show Compassion Quickley And Indiscrimntley                                                                                       Keep in mind this is a patriarchal culture where senior figures were far too dignified to run anywhere, this man lifts his cloak and barrels toward his son as soon as he sees him. That is why this is sometimes called the parable of the running father. This is a good picture of the unconditional love of God. At the very moment you realize that you are in need of the Father, even while you are still a long ways off, He is running toward you. Why? To protect you. Deut 21:18 If someone has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him,19 his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 20 They shall say to the elders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a glutton and a drunkard.” 21 Then all the men of his town are to stone him to death. The father isn’t the only one who saw the son coming- everyone saw the son coming home, including the elders of the town that were required to administer justice to this boy. That is why this Father laid down his dignity, put aside his reputation, and covered his son before the men with stones got there first. Can you picture being there in that moment? His son doesn’t smell good, he looks the worst he ever has, he has no money, he is homeless, and he is completely vulnerable. Surely the father would wait until he got cleaned up.  Surely he would comment on his current state and suggest for him to appear before him with a little more dignity than shredded clothing and scrawny bones.                                                                                                                                                         Closing                                                                                                                                                   Jesus gives us a life lesson here that is for both this life and the next. There are needy people at our doorsteps who need our compassion, love and resources in order to survive. Our wealth should not remove us from them because they are in fact right on our very doorsteps. Instead we should use our wealth to ease their suffering, hunger and need. If we fail to recognize this basic truth then we are lying to ourselves and we will find ourselves separated from God in eternity in the same way we have separated ourselves from the needy in this life.

