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Introduction
Do We Really Want God To Forgive Our Debts As We Forgive Our Debtors? Than If we want to be forgiven, we must forgive the sins of others against us. Let’s start with what it means to forgive. Fundamentally, it’s about releasing someone from a debt. What did we pray? “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors”. When someone sins against you, they incur a debt. They’ve taken something from you. They’ve caused you an injury. They’ve violated your trust. They’ve failed to fulfill their obligations. They’ve cause you harm, either intentionally or unintentionally . So what do they owe you? Remember, there’s a real debt here. Forgiveness doesn’t mean pretending that nothing happened, pretending that no violation occurred. It’s acknowledging that a debt exists, but choosing to release the offender from the debt rather than demanding that they pay it. {21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. several thousand pounds of silver sevral million dollars 25 But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. 26 The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 27 Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. 28 “But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; hundred silver coins. and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down [e]at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you [f]all.’ 30 And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 31 So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. 32 Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 34 And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 35 “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”}
I.Your Forgiveness Should Unlimited                                                                                                      If there is universal recognition of the symbolic meaning of any number in the Bible, it is certainly the meaning of the Number 7 as perfection, fulness, and completeness. This understanding arises from both the etymology of the Hebrew Sheva (Seven) and its explicit use in the text of Scriture Peter knew this when he asked the question above, and Jesus knew it when He answered. Of course, Jesus - the Everlasting God - knows everything, including the numerical value of the word He designed before the foundation of the world and spoke to Father Abraham: For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins (Mt.6:14-15) How many times shall I forgive my brother? This is not a simple academic question. It is a question that gets to the very heart of our understanding of the grace of the Lord in our own lives. It is also a question that has significant implications for our prayer life. Because If we can’t forgive … something about our relationship to the Father is wrong. How does Jesus show us this? It starts with a man who has an almost infinite debt … in monetary terms it is a debt of 10, 000 talents. Is that a lot of money? Well a labourer, like a grape-picker, received 1 denarii for a day's work. It took 6000 denarii to make 1 talent … which means this servant has a debt of 60million denarii, or 60million days of work. That is about 165 000 years of non stop work. The payment for this huge debt is impossible.                                                                                                                                                                                          
II. Forgiveness Requires Humility                                                                                                                                                                                                                       As soon as he has been released he goes and finds a fellow servant who owes 100 denarii; 100 days wages. And what a spectacle he makes. He is so full of anger that he begins the encounter by grabbing his fellow servant around the neck and choking him. “Pay back what you owe me”. If you compare the verses 26 and 29 you will notice that the pleas for forgiveness of both men are almost identical. Be patient with me and I will pay you back. It would have taken the first servant 165,000 years to remove his debt. It would take 3½ months for the second servant to do the same. The inconsistency in this parable is that one who has been forgiven so much is unable to forgive so little. He didn’t really appreciate the forgiving love of the master. Which means he couldn’t show that same grace to others.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        III. To Be Forgiven You Must Forgive                                                                                                                                                                                                                        That is what happens in this parable. Very soon this servant will be facing his master - only this time compassion will be far from the master’s heart. Before the master had pity, now he is angry. Before the master let the servant go, now he is to be jailed and tortured. Before the debt was removed, now every part of that debt is expected to be repaid - despite the fact that it will be a never ending job. Mercy has turned into justice. And why? The servant did not act in a way consistent with the actions that had been shown to him. Clearly the servant was never grateful for the forgiveness he received. Or else he too would have forgiven the sin of those who were in debt to him.                                                                                                                   Closing                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    When we pray the prayer, “Forgive us as we also have forgiven others”, we also need to live the prayer. A forgiven person is always a forgiving person. That is the foundation. And what happens when we use this foundation? It’s quite simple really. We forgive in the same way that the Lord forgave us. We follow the pattern set by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

