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Introduction                                                                                                                                                      Why should we be patient? God is not going to right all the wrongs in this world during this time until Jesus Christ returns, and therefore, we believers must patiently endure and hope the judge is standing at the door. Now ''patience'' means to ''stay put and to stand fast when you'd like to run away, and many Greek scholars believe that ''long-suffering'' refers to patience in respect to persons, while ''endurance'' refers to patience in respect to conditions or situations. {1 Samuel 1:8 Then Elkanah her husband said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?” 9 So Hannah arose after they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the [c]tabernacle of the Lord. 10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and [d]wept in anguish. 11 Then she made a vow and said, “O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head.” 12 And it happened, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli watched her mouth. 13 Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14 So Eli said to her, “How long will you be drunk? Put your wine away from you!” 15 But Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor intoxicating drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord. 16 Do not consider your maidservant a wicked[e] woman, for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief I have spoken until now.” 17 Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of Him.” 18 And she said, “Let your maidservant find favor in your sight.” So the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. 19 Then they rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord, and returned and came to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered her. 20 So it came to pass in the process of time that Hannah conceived and bore a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked for him from the Lord.”}                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                I. Have Plenty of Patients                                                                                                                               One could certainly theorize that Peninnah was not God’s best for Hannah. However, an interesting truth is uncovered as we dig a little deeper. “Peninnah” just happens to be the Hebrew word for “ruby”. Yes, that ruby, the valuable gemstone that many women hold dear. But surely, this ruby was more of a pain in Hannah’s neck than a piece of jewelry around it. Or was she? The Scriptures point out that because of the constant torment from her rival, Hannah finally reached a place of submission to God where she makes this confession As we know, Hannah had this child, named him Samuel, and did exactly what she had promised. This baby eventually grew up to be one of Israel’s greatest Prophets, a Priest, and a Judge. Ironically, it was not Peninnah who served as the greatest threat to Hannah’s receiving God’s best; it was her “loving” husband Elkanah. [Genesis 29:20 So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             II. Turn to the Lord for Guidance                                                                                                                     The declaration of Scripture is that God cares about each of us and wants to direct our lives. How infinitely superior His plan must be in every detail with all the wisdom and data He possesses, past, present, and future, and with all the power at His disposal as the sovereign God of the universe. The greatest evidence of God’s desire to guide our lives is found in the fact of the Scriptures. He has given us the Bible that we might know His will and purpose in all areas of life. This means knowing God and the life He has for us to live. Our responsibility, by God’s own direction, is to entrust our way to Him for His direction and leading Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding.  6 Acknowledge him in all your ways, and he will make your paths straight [Isaiah 30: 21 whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”                                                                      III. Use Faith and Works to Be Successful                                                                                                        It is so easy to face new failures and fears and to lose faith in God's plan for your life. We begin to question if God is real and if He cares about us. Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. {Luke 22:31 “Simon, Simon, pay attention! Satan has demanded to have you all, to sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you, Simon that your faith may not fail. When you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 But Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death!” 34 Jesus replied, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know me.” 35 Then Jesus said to them, “When I sent you out with no money bag, or traveler’s bag, or sandals, you didn’t lack anything, did you?” They replied, “Nothing.” 36 He said to them, “But now, the one who has a money bag must take it, and likewise a traveler’s bag too. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one.. } Believers are not of this world but they are in it and must use it wisely not only to sustain life and care for their families, but also to carry on ministry {John 17:14-18 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them, because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but that you keep them safe from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to the world just as I do not belong to the world. 17 Set them apart in the truth; your word is truth. 18 Just as you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the world.}                                                                                                                                                                                                       Closing                                                                                                                                                                   So patience is a virtue, a difficult but important one for the Christian. While every day our patience is tested and, we can hope, increased, we must be mindful of the process of sanctification and how God is at work in our difficulties, even in tiny annoyances, to make us more like Jesus.

