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Introduction 
“Sometimes, God says no.” And what I want to do this morning is give us a couple of the many examples of God saying no.
Moses’… It was Moses hearts’ desire to go into the Promised Land but because he didn’t follow God’s directions in one incidence, God said no…
{1 Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is across from Jericho. And the Lord showed him all the land of Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, 3 the South, and the plain of the Valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4 Then the Lord said to him, "This is the land of which I swore to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ’I will give it to your descendants.’ I have caused you to see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there."} What a mighty man of God… and yet as much as God loved Moses and worked through Moses, He wouldn’t allow him to go into the Promised Land. And the reason was because Moses, in a moment of anger, forgot to give God glory and honor and in doing so missed out on the promise of God. There are others in the O.T. that God said no to like David when he wanted to build a temple for God, and Jonah when he wanted to go down to Tarshish instead of Nineveh, and Gideon when he wanted to pass the buck onto someone else. But I want us to look at a story in the N.T. in Mark 5 involving a man whose life drastically needed a change…
Jesus and the disciples had been out on the Sea of Galilee. They had just come through a horrific storm where they had to wake Jesus up from a long needed rest to rebuke the wind and the waves. And as the storm clears out they find themselves coming ashore in the Gadarenes
I.God has something better for you than what you are asking for. 
You might be praying for a husband, a job you’ve been hoping for, or to win the lottery. Why would God not give you any or all of the three? Because even though you might feel it’s good for you to be married, or to be working in a job you like, or to have more money, God’s opinion might differ. Just because something makes us happy doesn’t mean it’s good for us, eternally. And God has our eternal best in mind. Because He is good and knows what’s eternally best for us, and doesn’t want us to settle, God sometimes says no or closes a door because He has something better for us that we haven’t even thought to ask for. He is One who can do “immeasurably more” than all we can ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20). Trust His timing. Trust His “no.” And don't be inpatent, And trust His idea of what is eternally best for you. He really is a good father. 
II.You aren’t asking in faith. 
How we pray is just as important as what we pray for. In James 1:5-8 we are told: 
“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.”
Furthermore, Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” So ask in faith and without hesitation or doubting. God may be waiting for you to truly believe He can do what you are asking for.
III.God is waiting for his time.
A. Obedient.
Scripture exhorts husbands to be considerate of their wives and treat them with respect so that their prayers aren’t hindered (1 Peter 3:7). And Psalm 84:11 says “no good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.” Are you walking uprightly? Is your life not only obedient, but surrendered to Him? If not, God may be withholding or refusing to acknowledge your prayers to get you back into line with His will and purposes. 
B. Time.
God has three answers. Yes, no, and wait. Because He can see what’s eternally best for us, and He can also see what’s coming down the road (and we can’t), trust His judgment. Don’t second-guess Him. His timing is always better than yours. If you are walking uprightly and what you’re asking for is truly a good thing then, according to Psalm 84:11, God is not withholding after all. It just isn’t time. Patients is very inportant think about this {A man in Los Angeles, CA was arrested for negligent discharge of a weapon after shooting his toilet bowl with a handgun. He claims that he just got upset. He couldn’t take it any longer. His daughter had flushed a hairbrush earlier in the day and clogged the pipes. So he shot the offending toilet. I have no word on the toilet’s condition, but the man’s patience was long gone. Someone has said, Patience is a virtue, Possess it if you can. Found seldom in a woman, Never in a man.}
Closing 
Our job as christians is to determined within ourselfs to bow down to the will of God and in doing so receive the grace to live out the plan of God in our lifes.The Lord has more need of our weakness than of our strength: our strength is often His rival; our weakness, His servant, drawing on His resources, and showing forth His glory. Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity; man’s security is Satan’s opportunity. God’s way is not to take His children out of trial, but to give them strength to bear up against it

