Why Does Suffering Still Exist
Contributed by Bios Baptist Church 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27
Tags: eternal life, life
Denomination: Baptist
Sunday, March 04, 2018
Summary: 2000 years ago Jesus died on the cross but god did not remove the punishment for Adam's sins, Why?

Introduction:
We all feel it: the pain of this world, the darkness trying to cloud out the light. You don’t have to go very far to feel overwhelmed by how devastating life can be. However {2 Corinthians 4:17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.}
Sickness, loss, failure, heartache, tragedy, disappointment, death. We all know these things too well. In moments of suffering, it can be easy to ask the question, Why? Even those of us who have experienced the goodness of God sometimes wonder why suffering exists. God doesn’t deny the suffering in our world. Instead, he mercifully prepares us for when suffering happens. He is not just a God who relates to us, but he is also a God who has taken part in our suffering and suffered immensely on our behalf through the cross of Christ. Scripture is no stranger to the messiness and disappointment of our world, even while trumpeting the goodness of our God. Nothing can encourage us like God’s Word. Here are five powerful, biblical reasons why God allows suffering in our lives.
1.BECAUSE SUFFERING CAN DRAW PEOPLE TO GOD.
Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. Do these brief reasons answer all the questions posed by suffering? Of course not. There is much more that could be said, a great deal of mystery, and many more questions that could be asked. For instance, could God have created a possible world in which pain and suffering do not exist and still fulfils our human needs? Pain and suffering cause us to run to God with our need. When we realize we are not in control and that our lives are a “mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes” (James 4:14), we cling to our God in heaven, who alone is our rock and sure foundation. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. (Heb. 12:7-11)
Suffering drives us to lean on God like nothing else can, and it allows us to see that God is enough. It allows us to see that we have something worth far more than anything this earth can afford.
{2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.} By the same token, it can be argued that meaningful moral and spiritual growth as human beings requires a world where some suffering exists. I cannot be generous unless there is someone who has less than me. I cannot show compassion unless there is someone who needs caring for. While God do not directly cause pain and suffering, I do believe that God is masterful enough to weave all the experiences and tribulations of our life into a tapestry that is ultimately beautiful and, if we allow him, draws us towards being the people he wants us to be. Do these brief reasons answer all the questions posed by suffering? Of course not. There is much more that could be said, a great deal of mystery, and many more questions that could be asked. For instance, could God have created a possible world in which pain and suffering do not exist and still fulfils our human needs? But we live on the north side of hell and the south side of heaven, so were the best in hell and the worst in heaven That may seem an absurd suggestion when we look at all the suffering and evil on our earth. Yet I would argue that a world in which Jesus stepped into his broken creation and freely gave his life on the cross to demonstrate the supreme love of God, is in fact the best possible kind of world we could hope for at least we are not in hell at least not yet for the nonbelivers.
2A. To remind us that the world is broken.
 [Rom. 8:20-23 20 For the creation pwas subjected to futility, not willingly, but qbecause of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that rthe creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that sthe whole creation thas been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have uthe firstfruits of the Spirit, vgroan inwardly as wwe wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies].
2B. Suffering is used to train us in righteousness.
God often uses suffering to train and discipline us as his children in order to grow us into maturity in our faith. Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. if you are sleeping you are not Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. [James 1:2-4} “More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. {Rom. 5:3-5} {“Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:5-8}
3. To make the bliss of heaven more sweet.
{Romans 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.} {1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.} {Psalm 126:5 Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!} {Isaiah 61:3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.} Multiple times, the Scriptures point to how suffering allows us to identify with and draw near to Christ through suffering like nothing else can.
Peter says, “Rejoice when you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed” (1 Peter 4:13). Humility is our greatest friend, and often comes through no other avenue than by suffering in our lives.
if you are sleeping you are not 
In Psalm 119:71, David says what so many of us already know by experience: “It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees.” I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings. (Phil. 3:8-10)
Paul is saying that nothing is worth as much as knowing Jesus, and we come to know him more through his resurrection power—but also through sharing and identifying with him in suffering. There is a level at which you cannot know Jesus more except through your suffering.
Conclusion
To remind us that the world is broken and groans for redemption [Rom. 8:20-23].
To do justice in response to Adam’s (and our) sin.
To remind us of the severity of the impact of Adam’s (and our) sin.
To keep us dependent on God [Heb. 12:6-7].
So that we will long more for heaven and less for the world.
To make us more like Christ, the suffering servant [Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 1:5, 4:11].
To awaken the lost to their need for God [Ps. 119:67, 71].
To make the bliss of heaven more sweet [Rom. 8:18; 1 Pet. 4:13; Ps. 126:5; Isa. 61:3].
So that Christ will get the glory in being our strength [John 9:3; 2 Cor. 4:7].
And so that, thereby, others see that he is our treasure, and not ourselves

