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Introduction
{Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint[a] of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.[b]” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.

7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you,[c] but you will not always have me.”} it was the home of Simon the Leper. Mary, Martha and their brother Lazarus of Bethany were there, along with the Disciples. Bethany is located two miles east of Jerusalem, on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. Jesus was on His way to the cross. He knew that in just a few short days He would face the agony of Gethsemane and the shame and suffering of Calvary. Here we find Him coming to the home of His friends to find a few brief hours of encouragement and support from His disciples, the majority of which He knew would abandon Him during His darkest hour.
1. Honor Jesus in your home
As followers of Jesus Christ we should strive to have homes where Jesus is always the unseen guest. We should strive to live the kind of lives in private that could be viewed publicly without any embarrassment or shame.
Honoring Jesus in your home means making Him the Lord or Master of your home. It means that if Jesus were to come to your house today He would feel right at home. It means you would not have to spend hours getting rid of things or hiding things you would be ashamed for Him to see. It means there is no room, no closet, no drawer or cupboard into which He could not look. It means He would have free reign to go wherever He wanted and you would have nothing to hide.
Honoring Jesus in your home means He would feel comfortable watching what you watch, listening to what you listen to, joining in your conversations and reading your magazines and books. Honoring Jesus in your home means that His presence is always taken into account.
Honoring Jesus in your home husbands, means you treat your wife with the love and respect she is due. She is a gift from God to you and as your sister in the Lord, as one in whom the Spirit of God dwells, you honor Jesus in your home when you love her like you should.
Honoring Jesus in your home wives means loving your husbands as Scripture teaches. It does not mean being a doormat but instead being a partner, suitably fit for his needs. It means allowing him to be the spiritual leader and following his lead. It means showing him respect.
Honoring Jesus in your home children means obeying your parents, doing what they say without arguing; it means giving them the respect they deserve. After all, they are God's representative in your life.
2. Honor Jesus from your heart
Jesus tells us that if we love Him we will keep His commandments and that greater love has no man than this, that he will lay his life down for his friends. Jesus gave His life for us, what are we willing to give Him? Have we given Him the best we have? And if not, what does that say about how much we really love Him?
Not only did she give her best to Jesus,
She was also willing to humble herself in order to honor Him.
It is impossible for us to honor God and maintain a sense of self importance at the same time. Like John the Baptist said, He must increase and I must decrease. Mary worshiped in such a way that was, in and of itself, humbling.
To pour a precious ointment on someone else's feet is one thing, but to wipe it with your hair is another. One commentator has noted that since a woman's hair is her glory, she was laying her glory at His feet. She was giving up her pride, without respect for what others thought, and she was worshiping Him, honoring Him, in humility.
Friends, I believe with all my heart that when we come to know Jesus for who He really is, it will humble us. When we know Him, coming into His presence will be no ordinary thing. Worshiping Him, ascribing the glory and honor to Him that He alone is due will not be something we do as a matter of routine. The better we know Him the more personal, the more intimate, the more humbling our worship experience will be.
Have you ever been so overwhelmed by the presence of Jesus that you were led to tears? Have you ever felt Him in such a powerful way that you were driven to your knees? Have you ever felt like Isaiah who, when coming into the presence of God said, "Woe is me for I am undone!" That's where Mary was. The very presence of Jesus afforded her an opportunity to worship that was intensely personal and experientially powerful. And the interesting thing is that others in the room didn't get it. While Mary is consumed with a passion to Honor the Christ, the Son of the Living God, there were others there that loved Him and honored Him, but they just didn't understand what she was doing.
3. Honor Jesus when the opportunity is at hand
Jesus is telling us that we should honor Him, we should worship and adore Him whenever the opportunity presents itself. He is speaking about the extemporaneous nature of our worship.
Mary did not put Jesus on her day timer, she did not have to schedule some time in her otherwise busy day specifically to honor Jesus. She did it when the opportunity presented itself. She was ready and eager to honor Him and was thus able to do so at a moment's notice. While others around here were serving food or simply enjoying our Lord's company, Mary was absorbed in worship.
God wants our love and our worship to be spontaneous; He wants us to be passionate about honoring and loving Him; He wants it to become a magnificent obsession. While there are many good things about solemn and formalized worship, that which comes as a natural response to our love for Him is usually most heart-felt. The honor Mary gave to Jesus was authentic and natural. She honored Jesus when the opportunity was at hand.
This is what Jesus is saying when He says that the poor we would always have with us. Jesus was not being insensitive to the poor, He was merely stating a fact of reality. The poor will always be with us. Knowing the hearts of men as He did, understanding the greed of humanity as He did, He knew that there would always be those who were poor.
What Jesus was saying was that we must honor Him, or serve Him whenever we have the opportunity.
Mary would not always have the opportunity to anoint the Lord's feet with oil and so she had to do it when the opportunity was at hand.
Conclusion
Does Jesus get honor and glory from your life? Is He honored in your home? Would He feel comfortable at your dinner table? Or would He feel at home with what you watch, read and listen to? Do you honor Him from your heart? It's easy to put on a show for others to see but is your worship heartfelt? Are you preoccupied with this idea that Jesus must be exalted through every facet of your life?
Make a practice of talking to others about Him. One of the ways we honor Jesus is to speak to others about Him. In fact, to bless the Lord means to speak well of Him.
Ask God to open your spiritual eyes to see opportunities where Jesus can be honored in your everyday experience. God is at work around us, enabling us to bring Glory to Him. The more sensitive we are to His working, the more we will be aware of opportunities to honor Him

