Romans 14:1-13
We are wrestling with how we can come to a full understanding of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Good News of the salvation which is ours in Him.

At one level, it is so easy to understand.

Jesus put His finger on this when He urged the adults of His day to have a simple, childlike faith. In fact, He made it clear that unless we become as little children, with the transparency of trust that marks the life of a child, we cannot see the Kingdom of Heaven. We cannot understand the Gospel. This is the Good News of God’s gift to us. His grace is the story of His unmerited favor.

At another level, just as we seem to be capturing the essence of this truth, we find ourselves so subtly distorting it into a kind of quid-pro-quo transaction. The simple, sure, transparent reality of the Gospel slips through our fingers the more adult we become, the more sophisticated we are in the cold, hard analysis of how life really works. No longer are we children. There is no such thing as a “free lunch.” We know that we have to earn whatever we have. That which is of value comes from good, hard work. We brace ourselves for “pop quizzes.” We write our term papers. We prepare our final exams. Our class ranking is so important to get into the university or the graduate program of our choice. Life is so competitive. We work hard to be worthy.

It’s the name of the game. We learn it from childhood. We know what it’s like to be in the lineup when the two captains are picking their teams. We stand a little bit taller and, with direct eye contact, exude charm in the hope we will be chosen first, or at least avoid being picked last. As a result, the whole concept of grace becomes foreign to us. We relate better to works righteousness. After all, we have had to earn everything else in life. Everyone has a diffrent experience in life.

Christian Freedom is the ability to live a life without bondage enjoying the rights and privileges of a wonderful
relationship with the Lord Jesus. Because we are accepted and loved in Christ (Romans 15:7) we are free to live out His
divine design for our lives. It is Christ who died to give us this freedom (Galatians 5:1), but many Christians choose to
keep their brothers and sisters in Christ in bondage. They do this by judging other Christians according to personal
preferences or opinions in areas where God’s Word does not establish an explicit precept or principle. Many believers, in
an attempt to validate their own spirituality, seek to use a list of rules or acceptable behaviors to measure the spiritual
maturity of another (Romans 14:3). As a result, many people live their lives by spiritual duty rather than in spiritual delight.
God is a loving Father to Christians who come from different backgrounds, start from different places, and who have
different perspectives and opinions. God does not have a cookie cutter experience for spiritual growth. In order for us all
to experience the freedom that Christ offers us, we are encouraged in Romans 14 to accept one another granting freedom
to each other as we individually respond to the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. If God doesn’t condemn it, then we are to
live by the freedom of our conviction and our conscience (Romans 14:4).
We are also called to promote the spiritual growth of others by making sure that we are not a stumbling block. Our
choices should not be a spiritual disruption in the faith walk of of another. We are never to let our freedom in Christ
cause another believer to regress in their faith. Accepting one another therefore requires a Christ-like act of love and
service whereby we grant freedom to others while willingly restricting our own freedom if it benefits the walk of a fellow
believer.

1.  What people or groups have accepted you during your life and how has their acceptance shaped who you are today?
2.  Do you see God as primarily one who accepts or rejects?  What stories from the Bible back up your views?  Is this how you learned of God as a child?
3.  In what ways did God accept you when you were still unacceptable?   How did God’s acceptance lead to change?
4.  How has your acceptance of others shaped their lives and yours?
5.  Are their people in your life that you struggle to accept?  Who are they and what attitudes or actions do you find unacceptable?  What argument in their life do you want to win?
6.  What would it look like for you to win their hearts?  What would you have to let go of to do this?  What might be the result?
7.  What’s step can you take this week to in win their hearts?

