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Introduction:
When someone hurts us, our natural tendency is payback. But do we ever stop and think about why and how do we get revenge? {8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 11 They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”}Carlsmith suggests that the reason revenge increases anger rather than decreasing it is because of ruminations. When people don't get revenge, they tend to trivialize the event by telling themselves that because they didn't act on their vengeful feelings, it wasn't a big deal.
IIII. MOTIVE FOR REVENGE IS PRIDE
      The motive for revenge is pride. The best illustration of revenge in action is the first example of revenge in action, Lamech, whose story is told in Genesis chapter 4.  Looking at Genesis 4.23-24 again, try to imagine the tone with which these words were spoken so long ago:  “Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt.  If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.” Is not this the voice of pride and arrogance?  Is not this the opposite of humility and meekness? This man has highly esteemed himself.  He so highly esteems himself that he feels himself perfectly competent to act as prosecutor, judge and jury to indict, convict and execute a man for wronging him in some way. If God hates a proud look, Proverbs 6.17, which so often accompanies the feeling of being wronged that leads to a desire for revenge, imagine God’s attitude toward the “heart that deviseth wicked imaginations” to plot and scheme in order to get revenge, Proverbs 6.18? Do you plot and scheme and connive to get back at those who do you wrong?  Do you hold grudges?  Then you have a heart that God says He hates.
IV. MOTIVE FOR REVENGE IS IGNORANCE
       Consider Romans 8.28, which declares “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” This is what the child of God knows when something happens to him, even at the hands of a persecutor who seeks to hurt him for no rational reason. The avenger, on the other hand, doesn’t know this.  Whether he is an unspiritual Christian or an unconverted man, for him to operate in his tiny and closeted universe of getting revenge for being wronged he has to be ignorant on two counts:  First, he doesn’t know why the event that angers him and motivates his desire for revenge happened.  He is completely clueless.  And second, he is completely ignorant of how wrong it is for him to seek revenge against anyone for any reason. So, however you look at it, when you try to get even when you feel you have been wronged, when you try to get revenge and make someone feel sorry for what he did to you, when you hold a grudge against someone who has offended you, you are the loser for it. Even unsaved politicians recognize this truth.  In his book, Hardball: How Politics Is Played, told by one who knows the game, Christopher Matthews cites former Illinois Republican senator Everett Dirksen as the author of the line, “Don’t get mad; don’t get even; get ahead.”[4]  So you see, it doesn’t take spirituality, really only common sense and the wisdom born of experience, to see that revenge never benefits anyone unless it’s revenge taken by God or at God’s direction to fulfill His holy purpose and plan.  Whenever you contemplate revenge there is terrible sin and wickedness involved. 
IIV.WHAT IS THE METHOD FOR REVENGE?
        Is it not obvious that someone who tries to get revenge is usurping God’s position in his own life, as well as the life of that person he thinks needs to be punished for wronging him?  God has reserved to Himself the right to get revenge Himself, or to direct men how they are to seek revenge in the form of governments punishing law breakers and congregations punishing sinning members.  So, clearly, anyone who tries to get revenge shows himself unwilling to allow God to be God in his own life and in the life of the person he wants to get even with.  And that makes him worse than the person he wants to get revenge from.  So, the first method in getting revenge is usurping God’s position.The second method for getting revenge is remembering every offense and wrong done against you.  The reason some people remember everything that’s happened to them, in the most minute detail, is that they are revenge seekers who make an effort to remember every wrong done to them, every slight no matter how small, so they can get revenge.  How harmful that is, in light of the Scriptural admonition whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
CONCLUSION:

1.   The great majority of the references in God’s Word to vengeance and revenge describe God punishing wicked men for committing various sorts of sins against Him.  And when God gets revenge the result is usually death and Hell for that individual or that nation.

2.   Generally speaking, God forbids vengeance by people against other people.  But the two exceptions to this rule are when governments punish law breakers and when Churches punish unrepentant sinners.  And the word “punish” is the correct word to use, because revenge has nothing to do with chastisement.  Chastisement seeks to correct future behavior, while revenge results in punishment for past behavior.

3.   Think about this:  In Scripture we see nothing about a government correcting the future behavior of a law breaker, only punishment.  And when an offense serious enough for excommunication to be considered has been committed by a Church member, once the opportunities to repent and make restitution are exhausted, the revenge sought by the Church is not for the purpose of changing that person’s behavior, but for the purpose of removing that person from the congregation.

4.   What’s to be said, then, about that fellow who seeks personal revenge?  What’s to be said about the guy who is out to “get even,” which is another way of describing revenge?  Just a few words are to be said, after brother Isenberger comes to lead us as we stand to sing. 

