Reading: Luke 2:22-40
Come thou long expected Jesus, Come to set thy people free. Words of hope and
expectation we sang in Advent as we looked forward to Christmas.
The Israelites had long looked for the Messiah the one who would set God’s people
free. The traditional Candlemas reading from the prophet Malachi said “Behold I
send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom
you seek, shall suddenly come to his temple.”
Martin Warner suggests that “The Lord comes to his Temple not simply in the neat
bundle of a tiny babe…(But that the) coming foreshadows the moment of
bloodcurdling death. The Temple curtain will be torn apart. The virgin Mother will
bear the pain of the death of her child.”
Close your eyes for a moment and imagine the stable at Bethlehem, calm and
serene is Mary sitting by the manger in which sleeps a beautiful baby, while Joseph
stands watchfully by her side. The oxen quietly graze to one side, while a donkey
stands at the other. A warm shaft of light comes in through an opening, but a rafter
distorts its beam and as it falls by the group of figures it casts a shadow in the
shape of a cross.
As the anticipation in Advent moved into the realisation of the incarnation and the
Christmas season, so Candlemas, which we celebrate today, again moves us on.
Mary and Joseph went up to the temple to make an offering in obedience to the
Jewish Law, an act which reiterates for the reader Christ’s humanity, but also
emphasises the devout obedience to the Jewish rites, on the part of his earthly
parents.
On arrival Mary and Joseph were met by two elderly, faithful and pious Jews. In
Simeon’s meeting with the infant Jesus we look back through Israel’s history and
are reminded of the story of Samuel and the elderly Eli in the Temple. One
particularly significant event in the pilgrimage of God’s people which puts the
events that are to follow solidly into place as part of a continuing story.
 Some years ago now I led a group of people on pilgrimage to the Holy land. We
made a journey which I hope affected our lives and helped each of us to grow
spiritually.
A pilgrimage is by definition a moving onwards and forwards. You cannot make a
journey and stay in the same place. In a similar way, while the meeting in the
Temple triggers a reminiscence of the past, old Simeon bids us look forward. He
I Persistence 
simon has lived his whole life in expectation and longing for an event in the future and
now the moment has come when he sees his longing fulfilled.
The Israelite people looked on the Temple as the place where they could meet God.
Here in the Temple, Simeon recognised in the infant Jesus, the fulfilment of the
ancient prophecies. At this moment The Old moves on into the New.
Expectation turns to fulfilment, the glory of Israel becomes a light to the nations,
and salvation is declared not just for the Jews but for all people.
But the longed for deliverance that the Messiah brought did not take the form that
the Jews expected. No triumphal victory and release from Roman domination and
oppression. The road that Jesus took was a different way.
For forty days we have celebrated the word made flesh. Today we take a last look
back at Christmas and the baby in the manger.
…..But the story needs must move on and turn towards the purpose for that
coming.
Simeon prophesies the fall and rise of many. His longing hope fulfilled, he speaks
of the pain of a piercing sword, he foretells the fulfilment of God’s longing, the
redemption of humanity, the bringing back of all people to Himself. Simeon’s
words move us forward to Jesus suffering and death
Candlemas is a pivotal moment in the churches calendar.
On 10th February we will begin the forty days of Lent and journey with Christ to
Jerusalem and again to the Temple, and so to the cross.
Jesus is called - the light of the world a light shining in the darkness
This morning, after we have received Communion, candles which traditionally
are lit from the Pascal candle are carried in procession as we say the Nunc Dimitus,
the words that Simeon said when he greeted the infant Jesus.
We will then extinguish the candles and carry them away to our homes, a constant
reminder of Christ the light of the world. A symbol of holiness, which we take
from this Holy place into our every day lives. The next time we will all stand
together holding lighted candles, will be at the vigil service at the dawn of Easter.
This morning we turn, towards Christ’s passion and pray,
“help us who are marked with the cross, to share the Lord’s death and resurrection.
Help us for whom Lent is near, to enter deeply into the Easter mystery. 
So let us start with his persistence. Simeon was a man of perseverence.
The Gospel passage tells us that
“It had been revealed to (Simeon) by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ” (v.26).
It would have been easy for Simeon to GIVE UP as time passed and nothing seemed to happen.
But for Simeon God had spoken - and he believed God, even though the fulfillment was a long time coming. That is why he was able to respond when the Holy Spirit prompted him to go into the Temple.
Story: Persistence is something that is alien to our
modern culture. We live in a fast moving society.
We want everything to happen instantly – something that has been called the McDonald- isation of society.
If it doesn’t happen instantly – we give up.
But I think Keith Green’s comment goes to the nub when he said “Just because I go to Mc.Donalds - doesn’t make me a hamburger.”
We don’t have to “to go with the flow”. We can decide to be different
Endurance and perseverence are still important godly attributes for the Christian today.
If you were to have asked Simeon what the greatest day of his life was – I’m sure he would have said that it was when he saw the Messiah of Israel, the baby Jesus. It was worth the wait.
II Perception
The second thing I noticed about Simeon was his perception.
He recognised God’s answer to his prayers-and so recognised the Messiah.
We read that Simeon was described as a “devout and righteous man” (Lk2:25). In other words, he was a man close to God.
And his perception, I believe came from being attune to the Holy Spirit. When Jesus was brought into the Temple,Simeon wasn’t there. However, Luke tells us that “moved by the Spirit, he went into the Temple Courts” (Lk. 2:27)
His life style when hand in hand with God’s communication with him.
I think the key to Godly perception comes firstly from the way we live – Simeon was ” a devout and righteous” man and secondly from being close to the Holy Spirit.
Prayer is simply being in tune with the Spirit and the Bible has been given to us to reveal, amongst other things how we should live.
Simeon recognised Jesus as the Messiah, but he also received a special prophetic word about the role of the Messiah too. A role that ran contary to Jewish preconceptions.
The Holy Spirit revealed to Simeon that Jesus was a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.
III Prophecy
That the Gentiles would get something from the Messiah would have been shocking to Simeon and those around him. If the Gentiles hadn’t been included – we wouldn’t be here today.
The reason that the Jews would have been shocked was that they considered the Gentiles outside the pail. Indeed they referred to them as “Gentile dogs”
The Jews in the first century AD were expecting an ALL CONQUERING Messiah to come.
One who would set THEM free and boot the hated Romans out. He was THEIR MESSIAH and no one else was worthy of him
That salvation was available to the Gentiles as well as the Jews required a mega change in Jewish mindset.
But then prophecy – the revelation of God - often requires a change of our preconceptions.
And Simeon ends his prophecy with a word to Mary his mother
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” (Luke 2:26)
And here in Simeon’s prophetic words we get our second glimpse of the Cross which was to follow -the Magis’ gift of Myrrh being the first.
Jesus’ death on the cross would pierce Mary’s mother-heart as she watched Jesus suffering as he died in agony for our sin.
And it is this glimpse of the Cross that brings us the focus of our service today.

