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Introduction                                                                                                                                     Too often Chris tians live as though they were of the world, but not in it. They have adopted the good things of culture and society, but refuse to involve themselves to create positive change. They take credit for the good, but shift the blame for the bad. John does not mean that Christians are to shun involvement in secular or political affairs, or that they are not to care about and for that which we call "the world." {15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.} We are helped by noting that in Johannine thought world (kosmos) is used in a variety of ways. First, world can refer, positively, to that which God created or a realm where one exists. Second, it also may refer to the people who inhabit the world. Third, world is used more negatively and characteristically to des ignate those who reject or ignore God (or Jesus), those who live without recognizing the claims of God upon them. We find this negative usage of world often
I. Build a relationship between Christianity and culture.                                                                                                                   A Some proponents of ‘Christianity against culture’ tend to view the Church primarily as a bomb shelter.                                                                                                                                                                                          B This stance transforms the church into a sanctuary, where people seek refuge from the spiritual siege of the outside world.                                                                                                                                                                    C But these man-made barriers only create the illusion of safety from sin.                                                                       D The bubble of legalism can’t keep sin out of the church, and it hides one of God’s most useful tools—us.                                                                                                                                                                                   EThe church fights culture by continually pointing to the one who heals the brokenness.                            F A Christian worldview is not built on two types of truth (religious and philosophical or scientific) but on a universal principle and all-embracing system that shapes religion, natural and social sciences, law, history, health care, the arts, the humanities, and all disciplines of study with application for all of life.                                                                                              II. Be in the the world not of the world.                                                                                                                           A Cultural shifts that happen independently of the church aren’t always bad.                                                                            B God has enabled all people—Christian or not—to make good and valuable contributions in the cultural realm.                                                                                                                                                                                     C Without God, culture raises up idols in his place—celebrities, politicians, sex, wealth, power, and even productivity and freedom.                                                                                                                                               D There are advances in culture as positive changes the church should embrace.                                                      E Our mentality is misguided because it fails to sufficiently see the way in which every culture, and every aspect of culture, is corrupted and distorted because of human sin.”                             III. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.                                                                                               A Loss of civility and manners in public life is producing a new meanness of spirit that often makes life increasingly unmanageable in the classroom, work place, and all too often in the home.                                                                                                                                                             B What would it look like for a person to be overcome by evil? Gripped by fear, Pressured by people, Hardened by culture                                                                                                                                                                      C If you have suffered a great evil in your life, you know the toughest challenge you face is that it does not overcome you.                                                                                                                                                         D as long as there are vicious criminals and international tyrants in the world, there must be a system of restraint                                                                                                                                     Closing                                                                                                                                                         A worldview must offer a way to live that is consistent with reality by offering a comprehensive understanding of all areas of life and thought, every aspect of creation. Thus Christian thinking must surely subordinate all other endeavors to the improvement of the mind in pursuit of truth, taking every thought captive to Jesus Christ. At three places in the book of 2 Corinthians, Paul reminds us that we cannot presume that our thinking is Christ centered. 

